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Close to Home

Chips Lead to Change

What started with a few bags of chips is now a complete ministry. If you’ve ever doubted that one person could make a difference, think again. Glenda Hoffman is a living example of what happens when you allow your heart to inspire your life. 

It all started on her way to work. Glenda, who works downtown, was forced to walk past many homeless persons on her daily commute. Her reaction wasn’t positive. She, like many of us, judged. She felt the homeless should try harder to get a job and become productive citizens. When a series of sermons at her church worked on her heart, she began to view those without a home in a new light. Her repugnance melted into compassion. It was then that Hoffman made a decision to do something. 

Knowing what to do was difficult. “All I knew in the beginning was that I didn’t want to give money,” says Hoffman, “I knew there was a lot of substance abuse and I didn’t want to contribute to the problem.” The answer? Chips. Hoffman’s daughter had brought home numerous bags of chips from her prom and the family had no use for them. It took a little nerve but eventually Glenda packed up the chips and began to hand them out on her way to work. Soon she became known as “The Chip Lady.” 

Seven years later, the Chip Lady and her posse of volunteers provide 400 plus meals a week to the homeless men and women in our city. They run a lunch wagon every day during the week, and one Saturday a month, they also provide a hot meal. Yet it doesn’t end here. 

Hoffman also provides for the homeless in other ways. She gives out blankets, coats, and clothing. She has arranged for hotel stays when the local shelters are full. Best of all, she and her husband are now helping some to get back on their feet. They’ve recently purchased a home in the downtown area and they have plans to purchase and renovate two more. The HIM house provides transitional housing for those who are ready to re-enter society. 

A meaningful message, a bag of chips, and one woman brave enough to follow her heart; Hoffman never dreamed where her life would take her. Years ago, she thought a problem like homelessness was far too big to tackle. “I fell into that category, into thinking; ‘I can’t do anything.’ ” Now she knows otherwise. 

Hoffman welcomes donations. Items of need include jeans, coats, blankets, socks, and household items. She can also make room for helping hands to pass out food or to work behind the scenes making sandwiches, sorting clothes, etc. To donate your time, talent, or treasure, contact her at (317) 840-6406 or e-mail her at Centered_Around_Christ@yahoo.com. 
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